42	BRAZIL
Here for the first time oranges were valued as a native product,
so far they had been no cheaper than in England, and at three-
pence a dozen the forecastle and midships bought them by the
bathful.   The facilities for obtaining water next day proved not
so good as had been hoped.   I left S* superintending the crew,
as they staggered through the surf to the cutter with bags oi
water from the village well, and ascended 300 or 400 feet to a
signal station on the landward side of the gorge which cuts off
the outlying island.   This commanded a magnificent view of a
wide stretch of blue Atlantic and the adjacent coast; in the
direction of Rio was a panorama of low lands and lagoons,
bordered by ranges of rugged mountains which rose tier upon tier
as far as the eye could reach*   On the way down I gathered a
spray of bougaiavillea from a shrub in full bloom*
S. had meanwhile made acquaintance with the storekeeper
and general village factotum, who we had already found, to our
surprise, spoke English well.  He turned out, as might have been
expected, to be a German* The history of his life would probably
be interesting.   His experiences included at any rate residence
at Bonn University and the post of steward on the yacht of the
late Mr. Pierpont Morgan, but who or what had brought him
to this spot did not transpire.    He had at one time become
naturalised as a citizen of Brazil, but had subsequently laid down
his rights, preferring to keep out of public concerns, for, as he
naively remarked, " they never talk politics here without killing
a man."
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The lore of Frio was as romantic as its appearance, and
worthy of the pen of Stevenson.   Not only have traces come to
Kg&i on a jj^ighl>ouring promontory of Indian burials consisting
t£1^tate*«8d pottery, but more valuable treasure finds were of
not infrequent occurrence; buried Spanish coins turned up at
intervals, and an ingot of silver had lately been discovered,
There was no doubt, in the opinion of the storekeeper, that con-
siderable treasure was hidden among the islands along the coast,
but hunting for it was forbidden by the government*   Not far
from the village itself there was a cave, which was obviously the
n*an, and said to connect two coves, but no one dared
^ Nothing was known of its history, but, according
$t was tlbe work of the Jesuits;  why a religious
l jraidft such a jesott out informant was unabte

